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ANNUAL MEETING. 



M 

The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Society was 
held Tuesday Evening, May 11, 1869, in the Chapel 
of the Packer Institute, the President in the chair. 

After the reading and acceptance of the minutes 
of the previous meeting, and the election of several 
new members, 

The Kev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., D. D., on behalf of 
the Board of Directors, presented their Annual 
Report, and, in the absence of the Treasurer, read 
a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
Society during the year. 

Joshua M. Van Cott, Esq., then moved the 
acceptance of the Report of the Board of Directors, 
and congi-atulated the Society upon the prosperous 
condition of its affairs. He urged that action be 
taken without delay for the purpose of securing a 
fire-proof building. The Society had accumulated 
printed and manuscript treasures of gi'eat value — a 
great part of which, if once destroyed, could never 
be replaced — and it was not only their duty to 
posterity, but it was a measure dictated by common 
prudence, and a proper appreciation of the gener- 
osity and public spirit of those who had so liberally 
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given tiieii' luoney and tlieir time to tlie work — and 
with such a rich result — that these collections should 
be placed beyond all hazard of loss by fire. 

The Rev. Dr. Farley, seconded the motion, and 
made a few remarks, in which he referred to the 
importance of securing a building, and also paid a 
warm tribute of praise to those whose exertions 
had established the institution on its present secure 
basis. 

The motion to accept the Report was then 
adopted, and the usual niunber of co])ies Avas 
ordered to be printed for distribution. 

J. Carson Brevoort, Esq., Pi-esident of the Society, 
then delivered an address on History, and the best 
means of attaining the truth in historical research ; 
illustrating the subject by examples drawn from 
manuscripts recently brought to light. 

At the close, on motion of the Rev. Alfred P. 
Putnam, the thanks of the Society were voted to 
Mr. Brevoort for his interesting addi-ess, and a 
copy was requested for preservation. 

The Society then adjourned. 

GEORGE HANNAH, 
Recording Secretary, pro tempore. 
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The Annual Election for five Directors and eight- 
een Counsellors of the Society, was held in the 
afternoon of the same day, the polls being open 
from four to six o'clock ; iuul the following gentle- 
men were elected : 

!^'oii Birectoiia. 

JOSHUA M. VAN COTT, MILAN IIULBEUT, 

CHAUNCEY L. MrrCHELL, M. D., THOMAS W. FIELD, 

CHARLES CONGDON. 
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R E P O 11 T 

or THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



OF THE LONG ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Presented to the Society, May IItii, ISliil. 



The Directoi's of the Long Island Historical 
Society have again tlie pleasure of reporting to the 
members of that institution, that the year which has 
closed has been marked, like those wliicli had pre- 
ceded, by the steady enlargement of its resources, 
and the continued success of all its operations. 

The number of members added to it during the 
year has been less, indeed, than jiad before been 
annually received. But this does not indicate an 
abatement of interest in the Society, its collections, 
or its work, on the part of those acquainted w ith 
it. It is owing, no doubt, in part, to the fact that 
a very central, handsome, and coniniodiims building 
has during the year been completed and opened 
for another institution, the Mercantile Library, 
which meets to some extent that general class ot 
intellectual wants which we also aim, by a dilferent 
and moi'e costly collection, to supjdy ; and that 
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those have been drawn to its attractive and acces- 
sible rooms, who wouhl otlierwise have sought our 
more retired ai)artnients. The Directors, in common 
with all their intelligent fellow-citizens, liave re- 
joiced in the success which has attended the efforts 
of the Mercantile Library Association, and have 
been happy in their measure to contribute to 
that success. They fully believe that there is an 
open and ample opportunity for both institutions 
in this populous and public-spirited city ; that each, 
doing earnestly its own proper work, will in the 
end assist the other ; and that a library of ex- 
pensive and comparatively rare books, collected 
for the purposes of reference and considtation, has its 
natural complement in a library of more numerous 
and less costly volumes, intended for circulation. 

They only, therefore, recognize the fact, without a 
shade of disappointment or regret, that the opening 
of the fine and well-located building of this sister 
institution has had, for the present, the effect to 
diminish the number added to our lists; and they 
hope tliat ere long the energetic gentlemen who 
have in charge the Mercantile Library, will have 
occasion to congratulate us, as coi'dially as we 
have congratulated them, on the completion of 
an edifice as apt and adetpiate for all our wants 
as their own is for theirs. The energy, patience, 
and indomitable enthusiasm, with which they have 
carried their excellent ])lans to a success so rapid 
and signal, will be, we doubt not, as they certainly 
should be, an insj)iration to those who love and 
cherish this Society, to show the like qualities 
on its behalf, when the time for a siinilai- effort 
on our part shall have fully come. 
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III addition to tliis cause for tlio teiHj)orary and 
ooin])arative diminution of tlio number of new 
members received by us during the year, it is to 
be remembered tliat of course the larger number 
of tliose resident in the city, who are likely to 
be sj)ecially interested in our objects, have already 
been made acquainted with the Society, and at- 
taclied to its membership, during the five previous 
years of its history; and that the special efforts 
which at first were made to call the attention of 
our citizens to it, have, in the past year, been 
wholly intermitted. With the renewal of these, 
which is now proj)osed, and with the opening of 
a new and more pleasant entrance to our rooms, 
on Joralemon Street — for the use, especially, of 
ladies — we hope to be able to report, next year, 
that the number of new members added in a 
twelvemonth has never been larger than in that 
then closed. 

The total number added during the last year 
was, of life members, twelve; and of annual mem- 
bers, one hundred and forty; making one hundred 
and fifty-two, in all. In the preceding year, 
fifteen life members had been added, and two 
hundred and thirteen by annual subscription ; or 
two hundred and twenty-eight, in all. The dif- 
ference, of course, is very considerable, against the 
present year; and the effect of it is felt in a 
less abundant supply in our treasury, to meet 
the ever-enlarging demands for the purchase of 
new books. Fortunately, however, the annual 
avails of the Library Fund, wkich was estal)lished 
two years since, have made iis comparatively in- 
dependent of such occasional fluctuations; and 
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what might otherwise have been wanting, even 
with this aid, has been amply snpi)lied, as will 
be seen, by the i")rompt and effective liheralitj^ of 
our friends. 

During the yeatr four, who were life members 
of the Society, have died ; the Hon. Abijah Mann, 
Ji'. ; Dr. A Cooke Hidl, who had been from 
the be2;innin<T; one of the Directoi's of this in- 
slitution, and its Recording Secretary, and to 
whom we had been often indebted for wise 
counsel and liberal gifts, as well as for active 
personal service ; Dr. De Witt C. Enos, a per- 
manent and noble memorial of whom — to be 
hereafter described — has been established in our 
Libi-ary; and Mr. A¥illiam C. Rushmore, whose 
recent, most sudden, and to human view, sad 
death, in the catastrophe on the Long Island 
Railroad, shocked the ptiblic mind in this city as 
it had hardly been shocked before, and has left 
a permanent sense of their loss on the minds of 
the many who knew and loved him. With sad- 
ness we note the passing from our lists of the 
names of these men, perhaps as widely knoAvn, 
and as highly and generally esteemed in this city, 
as any persons who could have been selected; 
and so far as we may, we desire to commemorate 
them, and to honor their regard for the public 
welfare, in this Report. 

Besides these, sixteen of those who had been 
members of the Society, by annual subsciiption, 
have been in the past year removed from it by 
death ; viz : Messrs. Charles D. Gibson, Edward 
Anthony, Charles Christmas, Thomas P. Bucklin, 
Jr., James M. Halsey, Charles Congreve, James B- 
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Titus, Edward Filley, Charles M. St. John, Heze- 
kiah U. Stratton, M. D., William M. Harris, Thomas 
F. Ricliards, Peter S. Wetmore, Orestes M. Pray, 
M. D., Henry McCloskey, and James How, Jr. 
Some of them, in ^vhat seemed the liriglit and 
jn-ophetic morning of life, and some in the evening 
of an advanced age — some in an instant, by disease 
or casualty, and some after long and wasting sick- 
ness — they all have passed, witliin the year, to the 
world invisible. And so they remind us, to whom 
the laces and forms of most of them were a year 
ago so wliolly familiar, that we should write iipon 
our dial-2)lates, as Walter Scott did, in Greek 
characters, iij)on his, " For the night cometh ;" that 
we should do with all fidelity, and an unceasing 
earnestness, what our hands find to do, while still 
the day continues with us. 

In addition to those who have ceased by death 
to be connected with us, ninety -five have dissolved 
their relation to the Society by resignation of their 
membership, in consequence chiefly of removal from 
the city, or from our neighborhood or other and 
more remote parts of the town. This is a smaller 
number than had removed in tlie preceding year; 
and we ai-e left with a total membership, on the 
1st of May, of three hundred life-members, and 
nine hundred and fifty-eight members by annual 
subscription. We have, in addition, nineteen honor- 
ary, and forty corresponding members, by previous 
election ; all gentlemen whose names are honorably 
known, by i-eason of their connection with careful 
and successful historical studies. 

One of our former coi-responding members, Miss 
Frances M. Caulkins, of New London, Conn., — a lady 
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most excellent and amiable in character, as well as 
diligent and enthusiastic in historical research — has 
passed from the earth, since our last lieport. 

During the yeai', nineteen regular and special 
meetings of the Society have been held in this 
chapel, at which the following pa])ers hav^e been 
presented : )>y our President, Mr. Bre\ ooi't, at the 
last animal meeting, on "The Sources of History;" 
by Rev. J. C. Fletcher, on " The relations between 
Brooklyn and Brazil, 200 years ago ;" by llev. 
William L. Gage, on " The English in Abyssinia ;" 
by Prof. Henry B. Smith, D. D., on " Increase 
Mather, and His Times ;" by Di-. I. I. Hayes, on 
" Recent Arctic Discoveries ;" by Prof. J. S. Newberry, 
on " Traces of Ancient Civilization on this Conti- 
nent ;" by Rev. T. J. Conant, D. D., two papers, 
on " The Oldest Manuscripts of the Scriptui-es, and 
the means of perpetuating perfect copies ;" by Dr. 
L. P. Brockett, on " Recent Geographical Discover- 
ies;" by Rev. W. I. Budington, D. D., on "Explo- 
rations in Palestine;" by Mr. William H. Ilallock, on 
" A Summer in Japan ;" by Col. Homer B. Sprague, 
on " Ex])erience in Southern Military Prisons ;" by 
Dr. A. Nelson Bell, on " Flowers of the Sea ;" by 
Prof. Charles H. Hitchcock, on "The (Geological 
History of Long Island ;" by Gen. Henry W. 
Slocum, on "The Military Lessons Taught by the 
War;" by Mr. E. Ilepple Hall, on "Interior 
China ;" by Dr. Rossiter AV. Raymond, on " The 
History of Mining Law," with another, on "The 
Arts of Mining and Metallurgy, in ancient and 
modern times ;" by Rev. Henry W. Bellows, D. D., 
on "Two-thirds through the Nineteenth Century." 
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At the same time, in the special department of 
Natural History, the following ten papers have been 
presented : by Mr. A. 11. Young, on " Australia, 
and its Natural History;" by Mr. John Hooper, on 
" American Song Birds," with anotlier on " The 
relations and contrasts between Animal and Vege- 
table Life;" by Mr. Arnold Graef, on "Labor;" by 
Mr. Milton A. Hughes, on "The Evidences of God 
in Nature ;" by Mr. Nicolas Pike, a paper sent by 
him, and read for him by a member of the Society, 
on " The Geology of Mauritius ;" by Prof Charles 
E. West, two papers on " Pi-e-historic Man ;" by 
Prof George W. Plympton, on " Christian Archi- 
tecture ;" by l*rof Darwin G. Eaton, on " Electric 
Light and Induction." 

It will at once be seen that the range and the 
variety of the subjects treated in our successive papers 
have never been greater in any year than during 
this, which has just closed ; and tlie large and 
attentive audiences, which have been, almost with- 
out exception, assembled to hear them, have given 
full proof that the desire for such knowledge as 
is to be gained ])y means of such papers, and 
the sense of reward and gratification in receiving 
it, were never more general than now among our 
members. 

In addition to these meetings in this city, one 
was held in October last, at Orient, on the east- 
ern end of the Island ; at which a Committee of 
the Board of Directors, met the members of the 
Society in that village and its vicinity, with the 
citizens generally, and set forth tlie aims and' the 
work of this institution, and its claims on their co- 
ojKM-ative regard. This meeting was largely atten- 
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(led, and fall of interest, and in its I'esults, we 
cannot doul)t, will l)e fruitful of good. It is pro- 
posed to hold others similar, the present year, if 
it be found practicable, at Easthampton, Southamp- 
ton, and Sag- Harbor. 

The additions to our Library during tlie year 
have been more numerous than in any previous 
equal time since the year in which the Society was 
established. During the year which ended with 
May, 18(57, which was one of signal ])ros])erity for 
us, we received 2188 volumes, and 25.'52 pamphlets; 
last year, we acknowledged 1835 volumes, and 1830 
pamphlets. This year we have the pleasure of 
acknowledging, as receivetl since our last report, 
;3()()7 volumes, with 2004 2xun])hlets and unbound 
books. In addition to this, 288 volumes, containing 
many pamphlets, have been bound during the year ; 
so that the entire number of volumes placed for 
the first time on our shelves, has been 8295. Many 
of these, too, have been works of the highest char- 
acter and importance in their respective de])ai't- 
ments; so that probably, an equally valuable 
addition to our literary collections has never been 
made in any one of all the years of the existence 
of the Society. 

A particular description of these additions, and 
a (ilassification of them, according to their subjects, 
will be ])resented by the Librarian, in his report. 
This brief and summary statenu-nt must suffice for 
our purpose; with only the addition of the fact 
that for 407 of the. volumes we are indebted to 
that inexhaustible library of our President, which 
seems only to grow richer as he gives from it 
more, abundantly, and ^vhich must certainly share 
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the power of germination and reproduction with 
the trees around liis house. To Mr. Aaron Ilealy, 
wc are indebted also for a fine copy of McKenney 
and Hall's Indian Tribes, in three volumes, folio ; 
and to Mr. Isaac Van Anden, for twenty-five 
volumes of the Bi-ooJdipi Eagle, bound. Dr. Joshua 
Leavitt, and the children of Rev. John Marsh, D. T)., 
have also added largely to the Theological collection ; 
and 811 volumes have been added, by purchase, to 
the Medical department of the Library. 

The mention of this department I'ecalls one 
gift so important, and in its circumstances so 
interesting, that we nuist pause upon it for a 
moment. Dr. De Witt C. Enos, — who came to this 
city in 1847, aftei' having graduated at the "College 
of Physicians and Surgeons," in New York, in 1 845, 
and having s])ent the following two years in 
practice in that city, — who had married* here, and 
had made for liimself a delightful home, and who 
was known and honored, for his character, as well 
as for his professional skill, not only among the 
families to whom he specially ministered, but far 
outside that large and influential circle, — died 
suddenly, in his office, on the 14th of December 
last; leaving a void' very painful, as well as a 
niemory very precious, to those who loved him. 
He had been a life-member of this Society, and 
had taken a lively and intelligent interest in its 
progress and operations. He had taken part, with 
others of his pi'ofession, in founding the Medical 
Department in our Library. And when his own 
large and valua])le library was left, at his death, to 
pass into other hands than his, she who had 
known and loved him best, and to whom the shock 
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of liis death had been heaviest, desiring to make 
it at once available to liis professional brethren, 
and a proper and permanent memorial of himself, 
presented it, with the eases which contained it, to 
this Society; for the enlargement of that department 
which had b(!en established l)y the labors and gifts 
of members of the Kings County Medical Society. 

The gift was gratefully acC(!pted b)^ the Board, on 
behalf of the Society; the cases, and the volumes, 
were transferred to our Rooms; a resolution, expres. 
sive of the thanks of the Society, was introduced 
and adopted at one of our meetings, and forwarded 
to Mi's. Enos ; and the vivid remembrance of this 
skillful and 1)eloved Cliristian i)hysician, who had 
collected and used tlie volumes thus presented, will 
be revived in the minds of those Avho knew and 
esteemed him, and be transmitted to those Avho 
come after, as long as the Society exists. The 
entire niunber of vohnnes -in the collection is UOG, 
with 291 pamphlets and unbound numbers of 
Medical Reviews. 

An effort has been made during the year to pur- 
► chase the complete series of the Long Island Star, 
in sixty volumes, commencing with the year 180'.), 
which has heretofore been on deposit in our rooms, 
and which certainly should be in the permanent 
ownership of this Institution. Long Island history, 
for more than fifty yeais, is chronicled in these 
volumes, as it is nowhere else. They form the only 
complete set of the paper ^vhich is known to exist ; 
and are literally invaluable to any who wish to 
verify occurrences, with names and dates, of jniblic 
or of private interest on the Island. The price 
asked for the series is the very moderate sum of 
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one thousand dollars; and of this amount, six 
hundred and fifty dollars have been secured by 
subscriptions from the following gentlemen: A. 
J. Spoonei", II. C. Mur])hy, J. C. Brevoort, Isaac 
Van Anden, J. M. Van Cott, John P. Rolfe, A. 
S. Barnes, T. L. Mason, Josiah O. Low. 

It is greatly to be desired that the small amount 
remaining to be collected should be at once obtained ; « 
that this most important series of volumes — consti- 
tuting the very undei -pinning of the literary collec- 
tions of a Society that is to treat of the history of 
the Island on which it stands — may be made ours 
for all time to come. 

A splendid copy of the early edition of the "Musee 
Francais," and of the " Musee Eoyal," in six volumes, 
with another of the " Palais Iloyal," or Orleans 
Galler}'^, in three volumes, have been recently added 
to our collection of works in the department of 
Fine Art. With this addition, which has long l)een 
desired, and often sought for, but until lately with, 
out success, our collection of works in that department 
T)ecomes as complete as it is, perhaps, desirable at 
present to try to make it. It is nf)t surpassed T)y ' 
any collection in any Library of but equal extent 
existing in the country. Copies of these vvoi-ks 
which have just been added, of the early editions, 
and in good order, are now very scarce, and of very 
high price; difficult, indeed, to be obtained, at any 
price. We have been so fortunate as to secure our 
copies at the moderate cost of a thousand dollars; 
and that amount has been cheerfully contrilnited 
for the purpose, by Messrs. Henry Sheldon, Ai-chi- 
bald Baxter, J. P. Robinson, j. II. Taylor, F. 
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Woodrutt", James II. Preiitici', Gcorj^i^ A. Tliuytir, 
Sidney Greeii, Horace B. Clafliii, Artliui" W. Henson, 
and John T. Howard. 

A gift has been also received l)y ns from tlie 
committee of the " Pah'stine Exploration Fund " in 
England, of which a special mention should be 
made. The Society, so named, was fonniled four 
years ago, in the Spring of 1805, for "the accurate and 
systematic investigation of tlu^ archaeology, topogi-a- 
phy, geology and physical geography, natural history, 
and manners and customs of the Holy Land, for 
Biblical Illustration." The Queen is its patroness ; 
and many of the inost distinguished living English- 
men, in Church and State, are upon its connnittee. 

The interest excited at one of our meetings in 
the winter, through the report made by Rev. Dr. Bud- 
ington of the results of its researches tlms far, led 
to the initiation l)y the Board of a correspondence 
with the connnittee, in which our interest in their 
work was expressed, with our desire to be kept in- 
formed of their furthei' operations, and to aid 
these in any way in our power. The letter thus 
sent to them was most coi'dially i-esponded to 1)y 
Ml'. Besant, the Secretary of the Fund, on Ix^half 
of the committee; and a complete series of jjlans, 
diagrams, and reports respecting their j)ast work, 
was sent to us, with the pi-omise of all future 
reports and plans, as they should appear. A gen- 
erous donation was also made to our library, on 
b((half of the committee, of a beautiful bound volume, 
containing a lil)eral selection from the many photo- 
graphs published 1)y them, which are exceedingly 
interesting and valuable, l)oth as specimens of the 
art of photography, and as affording the only 
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representations to be found of important antiquities. 
To this was added a large volume, ])ul)lished l)y 
the Britisli Govei'nment, excjuisite in its ty])ography 
and illustrations, containing the notes of Captain 
Wilson, R. E. on the survey of Jerusalem, on his 
leveling o])erations between the Mediterranean and 
tiie Dead Seas, and on his investigations of the 
ancient water supplies of Jerusalem. Ilis survey of 
the Holy City was undertaken through the libei-ality 
of Miss Burdett Coutts, and has resulted in as 
accurate a map of the modern city as exists of 
either London or Paris. This map had been ])re- 
viously forwarded to us, and has been copied, on a 
large scale, by an accomplished draughtsman, at the 
exj^ense of the Society — so that a more perfect chart 
of the present Jerusalem than elsewhere exists, of 
the same size, is now in our jjossession. 

These important gifts to our Library have led to 
a further correspondence on the part of the Board 
with the committee of the Exploration Fund ; and 
it is hoped that measures may be devised by which 
Americans, and we of this Society — as individuals, 
if not in our organized capacity — may take efficient 
part hereafter in furthering operations, which were, 
in fact, commenced years ago by the American 
Ex})edition luidei- Lieut. Lynch ; which were success- 
fully followed up afterward by Drs. Robinson and 
Smith ; and which, in the words of the Secretary of 
the English committee, now offer " a worthy task, 
to be undertaken in common by the two great 
nations, Avhose proudest boast it is, that they speak 
the same English tongue, and read the same English 
Bible." Further reports of the operations of the 
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committee, and of our coiTespoiulence with tliem, 
will be given at our meetings hereafter. 

In addition to tliese donations of books, or of 
the money to purchase them, the Board have the 
l)leasure of acknowhidging the gift, by Mr. Charles 
Storrs, of 427 coins, most of them foreign, collected 
by him during his recent tour in Europe, in Egypt, 
and in Southwestern Asia. He has also added to 
this gift, that of a very complete and handsome 
Coin-case, containing 40 or more drawers, and 
admirably arranged for the safe custody, and the 
perfect exhibition, not only of the coins contributed 
by himself, but of all the medals, and numismatic 
specimens, previously belonging to the Society. 

A beautiful oi-iginal Portrait of Dr. Elisha Kent 
Kane, the distinguished and lamented Arctic e.\j)lorer, 
whose death, at the eaily age of 37, made his own 
country and England mourners together — a j)oi'trait 
painted by Fagnani, and giving a most faithful iuid 
lite-like picture of the graceful and gallant man — 
has been added to our gallery during the }'ear, by 
the generous kindness of Mr. Brevoort. 

Another gift, of the same gentleman, Avas commu- 
nicated to the Board at its last meeting, the tidings 
of which were received by the Directors, as they will 
be by the Society, with the liveliest interest and 
gratification. While General Washington was resid- 
ing at Philadelphia, as Pirsideut of the United 
States, he was in the habit of wiiting very minute 
directions in regard to the management and care of 
his estates, to Mr. Pearce, who liad been left in 
charge of them. These letters — which curiously illus- 
trate the attention of General Washin<>ton to tlu? 
minutest details of any business which he had in 
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hand, and vvhicli incidentally oast a strong light on 
the whole moral tone and sentiment of the man, as 
well as on his mental habits — were purchased, to 
the number of 123, covering 500 manuscript pages, 
from the family of him to whom they had been 
addi-essed, by Mr. Everett, some years before his 
death. They had never been printed, or copied ; 
and that distinguished scholar and writer, as an 
enthusiastic student and admirer of the character 
and career of Washington, had intended to arrange, 
annotate, and publish them. After his death, this 
design still remaining unfinished, the letters passed 
to one of his family, from whom they have been 
purchased by Mr. Brevoort, and presented to us. 

As a single letter of Washington's is often sold 
at |25, and as this collection was valued long ago 
at not less than $1000 in gold, the pecuniary value 
of this gift, though nothing has been said to us on 
that subject, may be easily inferred. But greater 
still is its literary value, as adding to the precious 
store of manuscripts already previously acquired by 
us, and as furnishing the material for a most choice 
and welcome volume, to he published by the Society, 
whenever the way for that shall be open. The 
only criticism we have to make on the gift is, that 
our first President seems determined to make it 
impossible for us to find a successor to him, when- 
ever— Avhich we trust will not be for many years 
to come — his place among us shall be left vacant. 

In addition to the numerous and splendid gifts 
thus I'eceived during the year, contributions have 
been made to the Natural History department, which 
have been of much interest to those who have that 
specially in charge, and which will be acknowledged 
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l)y tliciu, in greater detail, in the A])])endix to this 
Report. Among these, is a collection of specimens 
of woods, from trees found growing on Long Island, 
prepared and presented by Mr. James Elbert Baylis, 
of Port Jefferson, which specimens are now on 
exhibition in our rooms. A large and beautiful 
painting of the Diurnal Lepidoptera of the Island, 
and another smaller one of one genus of Moths, 
have also been presented by the artist, Mr. Julian 
Hooper ; and numerous contributions have l)een sent 
by Mr. Nicholas Pike, U. S. Consul at Maui-itius, 
illustrating the natural history of that Island. Birds, 
insects, plants, and minerals, have been added by 
others, to (mr previous collections ; and gifts of 
money, for the special uses of this depai'tment, have 
been made by Mr. Benjamin D. Hicks, Mr. Charles 
H. Baxter, and Mr. Henry G. Reeve. 

The Directors cannot close this account of what 
has been received by them during the year, on 
behalf of the Society, from generous fi'iends, without 
also jnaking special acknowledgment of the liberality 
of our distinguished townsman, Mr. A. Abbott Low, 
in one of whose buildings our Rooms are situated, 
who has made a donation to the Society of five 
hundred dollars, deducted from the otherwise 
modei-ate rent paid ])y us for these rooms. The 
relief to our Ti-easury, residting from this act 
of liberal kindness, has been of the greatest service 
to us ; and the gift is but one of a series by 
which this honored member of our Society has 
shown his appreciation of its wants and its work. 

In c(mcluding this Annual Report, which has ])een 
so long only by reason of the many important and 
gratifying facts which have had to be embraced in 
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it, the Board of Directors feel impelled to congratu- 
late tlieir fellow-members on the uniform pi'os])ei'ity 
which has thus far attended this beloved Institution, 
and on the prospects of still enlarged success, and 
usefulness, M'hich now open before it. During the 
year past, both the former assistants of the Librarian 
have left their places in the Society's service, but 
they have been succeeded by Mr. H. H. Isham, and 
Miss Annie Duryea, whose faithfulness and efficiency 
in the idiscliargp of their duty are noticed by all 
?ivhQ visit our rooms. AV^ith the speedy opening of 
fl, new entrance, through the part of the building 
fronting on Joralemon Street, and now approaching 
its completion, the number of jthose ft'equenting the 
rooms will be largely increased. The second volqiije 
of the Memoirs of the Society — containing a full 
and brilliant account of the events which preceded, 
attended, and followed, the Battle of Long Island, 
in August 1776, and a full collection of all the 
important and little known documents bearing on 
that — has already passed half-way through the press, 
and will certainly be bound and ready for distri- 
bution in the eai-ly Fall. The interest in the Society, 
on the part of its members, was never greater than 
at present. It is steadily reaching a higher place, 
and a more secure rank among kindred Societies 
throughout the land, and the Directors cannot there- 
fore but feel, that with gratitude for the past, and 
with sure and inspiring hope for the future, its 
officers and members should earnestly go forward, 
to enlarge its membership, to multiply still further 
its important collections, and, as speedily as possible, 
to provide for it a fire-proof Building — in which 
volumes, pictures, and inestimable manuscripts, that 
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could never be re])laced, may be made accessi])le 
and secure for all time. It is a real and gr.ave 
responsibility to have confided to our care the guai'd- 
iansliip of that which Ave already possess. Othei- 
institutions have got their safe first, and waited to 
gather their treasure afterward. We have a treasure 
already rich, and swiftly growing richer; and it 
should be our settled and eager purj)ose to have it 
housed, as speedily as possible, while those who 
have given it, and those who enjoy it, may be 
assured of its secure and unquestionable continuance. 
Till that is accomplished, the Institution must be 
always in more or less peril; and the, stroke of the 
fire-bell booming on the air, will brtng instant alarm 
to those who know its exposure and its wortli. 
What a dwelling is to a household — what a church 
to its worshippers — we might almost say, wliat a 
body is to the soul — that a fire-proof building is 
and must be to our Society. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
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The Librarian lias the gratification of reporting that not 
only in extent, but in intrinsic valne, the accessions to the 
collections of the Society during the sixth year of its existence, 
are fully equal, and, in some respects, superior, to those of any 
former year. The number of volumes acquired by purchase 
or by gift is 3007, a*nd there have been 288 volumes bound ; 
mostly privately printed volumes and important pamphlets 
relating to American History ; making the total number 
of volumes added to the shelves 3295. The number of 
pamphlets added is 2004. most of which were presented. 

By the proper classification and distribution of these acqui- 
sitions, nearly every department of the Library has been 
considerably enlarged, but the most important additions have 
been made to the departments of American History, Biography 
and Genealogy, Theology, Medical Science, and Art illustra- 
tion. 

The newspaper division of our department of American 
History, may almost be said to have been created during the 
year, such is the extent of the additions which have been 
made to it, as is shown by the following account of them. 
Our file of the Brooldyn Eagle has been nearly com]iletcd by 
the gift, from Mr. Isaac Van Anden, of twenty-five volumes, 
uniformh'- and siibstantially bound, extending from 1850 to 
1808. Between these volumes, and those from the beginning 
to the end of the year 1848, which were placed in the Library 
by the Hon. Henry C. Murphy, there is a break of seven 
years, 1849 — 1855, which, it is to be hoped, may soon be 
filled. Eighteen volumes of the New York Daily Times, 
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bound in lialf-Rnssia, uniformly witli the volumes already in 
the Library, have been presented by Mr. J. Carson Brovoort, 
making our file of that journal complete, with the exception 
of the papers issued in Oct. and Nov. 1851. And the only 
complete file of the Long Island Star which is known to be in 
existance, in sixty volumes, extending from 1809 to I8(i3, has 
been added to our collection by means of a subscription ; an 
account of which has been given in the Report of the Board 
of Directors. 

Bound volumes of the Brooklyn Union and of the Brooklyn 
Daily Times for the current year, have been received from 
tile publishers, and our acknowledgments are also due to the 
})ublishers of the Long Island papers mentioned in the Ap])en- 
dix, for the regular receipt of their issues. 

Besides these extensive and exceedingly important additions 
of local papers, we have secured a file of the London Gazettes 
from 1768 to 1818, in 63 folio . volumes, covering the periods 
of the Revolutionary War, and the War of 1812, of great 
value for historical reference. 

Our collection of local histories has been considerably en- 
larged, and is now one of the best which can be found in any 
public library. Among the recent publications added is the 
history of Elizabeth, N. J., presented by the author, the Rev. 
Edwin F. Ifatfield, D. D. ; of Lexington, Mass., presented 
by Mrs.Maria Gary ; the histories of .fissca;, Pittsjield, Wincke?i- 
don, Wobum, all of Mass., and many older works not before on 
our shelves. Mr. Charles B. Moore has presented a copy of 
his valuable work, entitled Personal Iiulex, prior to 1698, of 
the Town of Southold L. /./ and among other important addi- 
tions of works relating to the state of New York, may be men- 
tioned, The Early liecords of Albany, 1656 — 1675, translated 
from the Dutch by Jonathan Pearson ; and the Calendar of 
Historical Manuscripts relating to the War of the Revolution, 
in the office of the Secretary of State, Albany. 

Im])ortant volumes and pamphlets relating to American 
History have been presented by the Rev. Caleb Davis Bradlee, 
'Dr. Samuel A. Green, Mr. Nathaniel Paine, lion. J. G. 
Palfrey, and Hon. Robert C. Winthrop. fill of Massachusetts; 
Hon. William II. Tutiiill, of Iowa; Hon. William A. White- 
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head, of New Jereey, and Hon. William Willis, of Maine, all 
of whom are Honorary or Corresponding members of the 
Society. Similar contributions have also been received from 
Mr. William F. Poole, and Dr. Edward Jarvis, both of Massa- 
chusetts ; Mr. J. Fletcher Williams of Minnesota, and Capt. 
Samuel Whitin<i; of Florida. The American Antiquarian Socie- 
ty, the Chicajro Jlistorieal Society, the Essex Institute, the Iowa 
Historical Society, the New York Lyceum of Natural History, 
the Maryland Historical Society, the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, and the Vermont State Library, have all sent us their 
recent publications ; and we are under obligations to Hon. 
Hiland R. Hulburd, lion. Edwin D. Morgan, Hon. Henry C. 
Murphy, Hon. John G. Schumaker, and Hon. Henry W. 
Sltxnim for valuable public documents ; to Major Gen. M. C. 
Meigs for a complete set of the Jiolls of Honm\ published by 
order of the Government, which give the names of soldiers 
interred in the National Cemeteries; and to Mr. Thomas J. 
Northall. for a complete set of the Itebellion Record. 

Nineteen volumes have been added during the year to our 
collection of Genealogies. This department of our Library is 
very frequently consulted and it is highly desirable that it 
should be made as complete as possible. Many genealogical 
works are issued in small editions for private circulation, and 
are often unknown to or unattainable by even the most zealous 
c()lle(;tors. If, therefore, membei"s of the Society who know of 
such pid)lieation8 will endeavor to secure copies for our Library, 
or will inform the Librarian of their existence, they will 
render an important service to students of family history. 
Several of tlie most beautiful works of this class ever issued 
have been added recently, among which may be mentioned 
the Macy, Janes, Gilman and Mmlge genealogies ; and among 
the volumes presented, are the Morgan genealogy, from Mr. 
N. H. Morgan of Hartford ; the Chase genealogy, from Mr. 
George B. Cha-se, of Boston ; the Stranahan genealogy, from 
Hon. J. S. T. Stranahan ; the Todd genealogy, from Mr. J. C. 
Brevoort, and a volume relating to the Pierrepont family, from 
Mr. Henry E. Pierrepont. 

The principal volumes of American biography which have 
appeared during the year, have been added, and were 
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purchased, together with most of the genealogies, from the in- 
come of tlio Fund established for the ])urpose by Mrs. Maria 

Ca-y. _ _ 

The General Library has received many additions of valua- 
ble standard ])ul)Iicatioiis. Among other works added to the 
department of English history, is a fine copy of Lingard, the 
best edition, in 10 vols., and to the department of French 
history, the new edition of Crowe, in 5 vols. A copy of 
the learned work of Maurice, in 4 vols., on Ancient and 
Modern Ilindostan, has been presented by the Rev. Norman 
Seaver, U. D.; and the department of Ecclesiastical History 
has been enriclied with the works of Ncander, Dorner, Mil- 
man and Fuller ; the history of the Reformation in Scotland 
by Knox, fol. 1644 ; of the Council of Trent by Polano, fol. 
1676 ; of the Council of Constance by Lenfant, 4to, 1714 ; the 
Acts and Decrees of the Rtjformed churches in France, col- 
lected by Quirk, 2 vols., fol. 1692 ; Concilia Nimissivm, Gal- 
Uae, fol. 1646 ; Fabrotus, Basilikoti, 7 vols. fol. 1647 ; with the 
works of Usher, StillingHeet and others, on the antiquities of 
the British churches. To the department of Theology have been 
added many volumes of the liighest order, airiong which 
are some of the Benedictine editions of the Fathers, 
including Ambrosius, Athanasius, Basiliiis, Chrysostomus, 
Gregorius, Hilarius and Origcnis, also the works of Andrews, 
Adams, Hammond, and Jackson, and a copy of the Codex 
Friderico Augustanus, folio, 1846. 

A large number of volumes have been presented to this 
department by the Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., D. D., also by the 
daughters of the late Rev. John Marsh, D. D.; and the 
venerable and Rev. R. S. Storrs, D. D., of I'raintree, Mass., has 
presented a manuscript sermon by the celebrated Rev. Nathan- 
iel Emmons, D. D. 

The Medical department has been enlarged by the punthase 
of noai'ly HOO volumes of recent i)ublicati(ms, and a set of the 
Annales d'llygiene Publique, complete to 1864, in 72 volumes. 
But the most important addition to this department is the 
library of the late DeWitt C. Enos, M. D., which was present- 
ted to the Sociiety, in March last, by Mrs. Enos. The Enos 
Library is jiarticularly strong in medical journals and surgical 
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treatises. Among tlie journals are tlio Dublin Quarterly Jour- 
nal of Medical Science, 53 vols., Edinburgh Medical arid Sur- 
gical Journal, 73 vols., Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, 49 
vols., Ouy's Hospital Reports, 29 vols., New Yor'h Journal of 
Medicine, 34 vols., Journal of the Pathological Society of 
London, 9 vols; 28 vohnnesof the London Lancet, wliicli make 
our set of that Journal c',oin])lete ; and Braithwaite's Retro- 
spect, complete to the ])rescnt time. Most of the books are 
well hound, and, with the book-cases which were presented 
witii them, constitute one of the most valuable donations 
whicli the Society has yet received. Each volume has a ticket 
like the following, placed upon the inside of one of its covers : 

Presented to the 
Long Island Historical Society, 
By Mrs. ENOS ; 

FOR THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE 

Medical Department in its Library. 

In Memory of her Husband. 
I)E WITT C. ENOS, M. D., 

WHO DIED 

December \\tli, i868. 

Including the Enos Library, the Medical dejjartment now 
contains over fifteen hundred volumes, besides a large number 
of medical paiuphlets. 

Our collection of volumes illustrating the Fine Arts, has 
received several splendid additions. Copies, in perfect condi- 
tion, of the original editions of the Mnsee Fran(^ais, 4 vols., 
folio; the Musee Royal, 2 vols., folio; and the Galerie du 
Palais Royal, 3 vols., folio ; have been added throtigh the 
liberality of the gentlemen whose names have been given in 
the Report of the Board of Directors. Belonging properly to 
another department, but worthy of mention here, is a fine copy 
of M'Keimey and Hall's Indian Tribes of North America, 
3 vols., folio, ])resented by Mr. Aaron ITealy. Among other 
interesting illustrated works, added since the last report, are 
the following : Le Ilistoire des Oiseaux du Bresil, by Des- 
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courtilz, witli colored illustrations, pi-esented by Mr. J. C. 
Brevoort ; Le Purgatoire et le Paradis, by Dante, with illus- 
trations by Dore ; Italian Sculptors, by Perkins ; Etcliers and 
Etching, by Hamerton, and the two beautiful volumes present- 
ed by the Trustees of the Palestine Exploration Fund, wliich 
have been fully described in, the Peport of the Board of Direc- 
tors. 

JijEany works of general Literature, which have been called 
^or from tiijue to tiine, have been supplied during the year, in- 
cluding the best editions of Ghaucer, the Brownings, and othep 
poets ; and a fine copy of Milton's Poetical and Prose writings, 
in tive vols., 4to, has been presented by the Pev. P. S. Storrs, 
'Jr.,' D. D. ■ The best French and English editions of the grea|; 
'^Critical and Historical Dictionary of Bayle, have also been 
recently added, together with the History of Gi/i^ilisqtion, in 
7 vols., by the late Amos Dean of Albany. 

In this place may be appropriately mentioned some of the 
volumes, not already referred to, wliich have been presented 
by Mr. Brevoort since the last report. 

Mr. Brevoort's liberality is always guided by a perfect under- 
standing of the objects and wants of the Society, and among 
the 407 volumes received from him during the year, are a 
number of works which have been frequentl}' called for by 
visitors. The following are some of their titles : Notes and 
Queries, complete in 39 volumes ; Cicero's works, a beautiful 
edition in 30 volumes ; the Earl of Orford's works, 7 vols., 4to ; 
Wood's AthencB Oxoniensis, with continuation by Bliss, 4 vols. 
4to ; the works of Machiavelli, 2 vols., 4to ; Histoire de Na- 
ples par G-iannone, 4 vols., 4to ; Voyages Imagiiiaires, in 36 
volumes ; Prichard's Ethnological works, 7 volumes ; two vol- 
umes of tlie Bradford Glub Publications, completing our set 
of that valuable liistorical series ; a curious illuminated Dutch 
manuscript^ the Westminster, Quarterly, Edinburgh and 
North British Reviews, from 1852 to 1868, in 126 volumes, 
handsomely bound ; Asher's Bibliograpliy of Dutch books re- 
lating to New Netherland, and Bibliothegue des eorivains de 
la Compagnie de Jesus, 7 vols., 8vo, a very curious work, 
purchased recently, in Paris, at the sale of the great Andrade 
collection. 
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Tlic dcpartiiieiit of General Science has received a few ad- 
ditions of important M'orks, among wliicli are the latest En<^lisli 
editions of the geological works of Lyell and Murchison ; the 
British Photogra2>hi(t Journal^ 1854-1 8<i4, 11 volumes, 4to ; 
the latest volumes of the Smithsonian Contributions to Know- 
ledge, presented by the Institution ; Somerville's Molecular 
and Microscopic Science, 2 Volumes, and the ])op>dar woi-ks of 
Figuier. This department is the most poorly equipped of 
any in the Library, while in importance it is second 
to no other. The interest in Natural llistoiy aTid Physical 
Science is becoming so wide-spread, and a tliorough knowledge 
of those subjects is so desirable, that this Institution should be 
provided with everj' facility for their successful study. The 
subject of Engineering is also receiving much attention at the 
present time, which is an excellent reason why the department 
should contain all books needed for. the history of research, 
discovery and practice, in that highly important branch of 
knowledge. 

A new feature 'has been introduced recently, which is much 
enjoyed by those of our members who are in the habit of visit- 
ing the rooms. Some additional shelving has been placed in 
the principal reading-room, and is set apart for the reception 
of all new additions to the Library, particularly new i)ublica- 
tions. All recent acquisitions, by gift or purchase, are placed 
there, and remain until later arrivals crowd them out, when 
they are transferred to their proper dejiartments in the general 
library. By some this will be considered the most interesting 
department of the Institution. Here will be found a careful se- 
lection, guided by suggestions of membei's, from the new books 
of jierinanent value, which are published in this country and 
in Europe. The following are some of the recent additions 
which have not already been mentioned in their appro])riate 
departments : Underground Life, by Simonin ; history of 
Morals, by Lecky ; Morley's English Writers, and a number of 
recently published travels, which will, in due course, be trans- 
ferred to the department of Voyages and Travels, established 
in 1864, by Mr. Eranklin Woodruff. Among these recent 
purchases are the best editions of the travels of Baker, Burton, 
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Bickinore, Walliice and A<;assiz. Placed liere also, for tlie 
prosoiit, arc thirty-six clioice volumes which wore recently 
presented hy the Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., 1>. I)., coin])rising 
aniono; some smaller — but 0(|ua]ly interestinij works; tiie best 
Kuiflisli editions ot'tlic tbllowing : TAfe of Raletyh, by Edwards, 
2 volumes ; TJfe of Bunsen, 2 volumes ; Annals of St. PaaVa 
Cathedral hy Mibnan ; Staidey's Wefstminnter Ahhey ; Grote's 
Plato, I) volumes; the S])eoches of John Bri{>;ht, 2 vohiiucs ; 
and the Hugenots in England, by Smiles; together witli ii 
complete set of the Congregational Qnarteiii/, publisiied in 
tliis country. 

.\mou!j; the birnje number of pamphlets received during the 
yiMir are many of great historical interest. Dr. Samuel A. 
(iroen, of Boston, has, as in previous years, been the largest 
contributor to this part of the collections of the Society. Rev. 
.loshua Leavitt 1). D., Rev. II. II. McFarland and Mr. J. S. 
Loring, have also presented many of great iiTiportance. 

Several donations of special value, which have not been re- 
ferred to in connection with additions to tlie various depart- 
nietits, may projjerly have mention here. Mrs. E. Oakes 
Smith has ])rescnted 18 volumes, together with pamphlets 
and mss. letters, which contain all the writings of her late 
husband, the lamented Seba Smith, who, under the nom de 
jthime of " Jack Downing," obtained a national reputation. 
This acceptable gift will form a permanent memorial of that 
gonial humorist. The trustees of Yale College have presented 
a complete collection, so far as it is possible to obtain them, of 
tlu^ publications of that Institution, numbering 81 volumes and 
pamphlets ; and Mr. George W. Oliiey, of the editorial staff of 
the World, has presented a large number of cuttings from va- 
rious newspapere published in this country, all of which were 
selected by him on ac(;omit of the im])ortant historical inform- 
ation contained in them. These cuttings have been arranged 
in scrap-books, and may often throw light upon points of inter- 
est, or at least indicate to historical students the sources of 
information. 

In the early part of the year the Rev. Francis Vinton, S. T. 
D., |)resented 200 copies, in pamphlet form, of his paper on 
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Louis XVIT. and Eleazcr Williiuns, wliicli was orii;'iniillyj)rc- 
pared for tliis Society, and afterwards printed in Putnam's 
J^fagazine. Bj direction of Dr. Vinton, tliese pauipldets liave 
been all distributed to such members of tlie Society, visitina; 
the rooms, as desired them, with the exception of a few copies 
which were reserved for deposit in this library, and in those of 
Societies in correspondence with us. The daguerreotypos'of 
Williams, and Skenondou<:^h — a Chief of the Oneida Indians 
from whom much information concerninnj Williams was ob- 
tained ; which were presented to this Society by Dr. Vinton, 
have recently been photographed by Brady, from wliom 
copies may be obtained. 

The nninificent gift of the Washington Letters, from our 
President, lias been described in the Report of the Board of 
Directors, and is only mentioned here as an exam])le of what 
is now regarded as a law in the growth of public institutions. 
A writer in the Evening Pout, commenting recently upon 
another valuablcgift for the publicgood, well defined this law. 

Let a foundation (he remarked) be well established, so as to 
inspii-c entire coafidencc in its perpetuity, and free gifts and 
oflierings will be made to it from all (quarters, and it will goon 
increasing in importance and resources beyond the wildest 
dreams of its founders." The histories of great institutions in 
Europe and this country are mainly the records of acts of in- 
dividual liberality. The gifts to the Britisli Museum, nearly 
equal in value and extent the treasures tliat have been pur- 
<;hased by the Government, for that, great repository. The 
Library Coinpany of Philadelphia, and the Public Library of 
Boston, are brilliant examples of broad foundations with noble 
superstructures that have been reared principally by means of 
free gifts ; while the history of our Listitution, during the six 
years of its existence, is a continuous narrative of the generous 
and intelligent liberality of many hands. This widely devel- 
oped interest is a guarantee of its permanence and future rapid 
growth, and is the natural result of the sagacious plans of 
those to whose management the Society has thus far entrusted 
its aft'airs. 

Many collectors of books, manuscripts, pictures and anti- 
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qiiities look with dread into tlic f'litiiro to tlio dispersion of tlieir 
))ro!:ioii3 giitheriiii^-i, and sncii per.-snns are often disposed to "five 
fi'cely to institutions of liigli standin<^ which are permanently 
established in tlieir neighborhood. We liave among ourmem- 
bers many who are ready to aid in tiiis way, and within a few 
days the Librarian has been assured by Mr. irenry Onderdonk, 
Jr., of Jamaica, that he intends, during the ensuing year, to 
present to the Society his entire manuscript collections, to- 
gether with valuable files of papers. Among the manuscripts 
are several hundred letters, many of them, such as those from 
Irving and Cooper, being interesting as autographs ; but the 
entire collection will be chiefly valued by us for the historical 
information contained in it, as it is a selection from the cor- 
resjjondenco accumulated by Mr. Onderdonk, during many 
years of research into the early history of this country. 

The Librarian will remark here that the manuscript collec- 
tions of the Society, including tlieWashington Letters, and the 
Laurens I'apers, the gift of which was ro]>orted last year ; are 
deposited in a fire-proof safe in the same building witli our 
Rooms. 

Tiiere iiave been several interesting additions to the Gallery 
during the year. Mr. Mathew B. Brady, of New York, the 
distinguished ])hotogra])hic artist, has presented an imj>erial 
photograi)h, finished in india ink, of Audubon, of whose sum))- 
tuous work on the Birds of America, in four folio volumes, 
with text, it will be remembered that the Society owns a ])er- 
fect (»py. A portrait of Dr. E. K. Kane, the Arctic exj^lorer 
])ainted by Fagnani, lias been presented by Mr. Brovoort ; Mr. 
William M. Davis has presented four original drawings — his 
own compositions, in a frame, which illustrate the Legend of 
Martena^s Lane, written by Mr. A.* J. Spooner; and the Rev. 
J. E. Rockwell, D. D.,has presented a copy of Drevet's large 
engraving, framed, of Jean Cousin's great ])icture of the Last 
Judgment. Among the additions to our portfolios is an en- 
graved portrait of Benjamin West, ])resented by Mr. Charles 
Congdon, also three large photographs, ))resented by Hon. 
Henry C. Murphy, of the fossil remains discovered at Cohoes, 
in tills State. 
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Our coins and inedals, which have not hitherto l>een prop- 
erly exhibited, owin<^ to tlie want of suitable accommodation 
for them, are now conveniently deposited in a large and 
heaiitiful coin-case, which was ])resented hy Mr. Charles Storr?. 
Mr. Ston-ri has also added 427 coins to onr collection, and 74 
liave been received from Mr. Jared Miller. The Librarian 
will he very glad to meet any memhers of the Society who are 
willing to aid in the arrangement of our Numismatic collection, 
and those who may feel disposed to add to it, are assured that 
their gifts will be ai)prcciate(l, and ])r()iierly displayed for the 
convenience of all who are interested in the study. 

Among tiie objects of interest added to our Museimi during 
the year, is a wooden model, with carriage, of a Daiilgren gun, 
which was presented hy Mr. George A. Jarvis. The various 
l)art8 of the model were made from the timbers of several 
vessels celebrated in the annals of the United States Navy. 
Mr. A. A. Low, has ])rcsented a block cut from the tree under 
whicli Commodore Perry negotiated his treaty with the Ja- 
panese, and Mr. .lolni II. Baker has presented a clock, which, 
he has informed us, was brought to this country, from London, 
m 1C3!). by the Rev. Obadiah Holmes, who first settled in 
Salem, Mass. From him it passed into the possession of his 
brother John Holmes, and his descendants to the present time, 
the donor being the great-grandson of John Holmes. Before 
sending it to our Rooms, Mr. Baker had it put in good order, 
and a new and tasteful case made for it. It is an excellent 
time-keeper, and marks the passing, hours on its. sweet-toned 
bell with perfect accuracy. 

Several additional jieriodicals have been added to the tables 
in our Reading Rooms, and a number of deficiencies in our 
files for p<ast years, have been supplied by gift and purchase. 

Appended to this Report is a complete list of the donors to 
every part of our collections during the year. 

Ill December last, the Librarian's princijial assistant, Mr. 
George VV. Frost, who for nearly finir years had faithfully 
served the Society, resigned his position in order to accept the 
Librarianship of the Brooklyn Library Association. It is 
always a misfortune to an Institution to be deprived of the 
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services of one, wliu — like Mr. Frost— having the necessary 
qualifications, has gained by years of experience great facility 
in the jierforniance of his duties. We have, however, the satis- 
faction of knowing that a sister Society, in our own city, will 
henceforth be aided in its good work b}' his executive ability. 
The Board, in appointing a successor, has again made a fortu- 
nate choice, by sele(!ting Mr. II. II. Isham, who has already 
shown superior qualifications for the position, by the intelligent 
discharge of his duties, and his uniform courtesy of manner. 

The progress of the Institution during the past year must 
be alike gratifying to those who have labored for its advance- 
ment and those whose generous contributions have secured its 
success. The broad plans of those who have thus far admin- 
istered the afl'aii's of the Society, have now been plainly 
indicated in all the various depai'tments of its collections, and 
in Its public work ; but are marked out most clearly in its 
Library, though in some parts of it only in outline. 

The number of bound volumes in the Library is nearly 
seventeen thousand, and there are about twenty thonsand 
})ainphlets. Of American Local History, particularly of this 
State, and of the states adjacent to it ; we have a large number 
of volumes, many of them being rare, and, when found, com- 
manding high prices in the market. 

Wo have made special efforts to secure everything that will 
illustrate the History and Antiquities of Long Island, and our 
colle(!tions on this subject are more extensive than can else- 
where be found. It is remarkable, however, considering the 
extent of the Island, and the interest attaching to the colonial 
and revolutionary periods of its history, how little has appeared 
in print relating to those times. It is one part of the work of 
this Society to gather such records of those early days as are 
still in existence, particularly mss. documents and files of news- 
papers, and preserve them from the fate which has already 
befallen too many of them. 

The Library is well supplied with works relating to General 
American History, the American Indians, and the War of 
Secession : it is very strong in American Genealogy and Biog- 
raphy, and has a fair collection in General Biography. It 
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coiitniiis itiaii v staiHliivd works relating to England and France, 
(JrcL'ce and Rome, Kgvpt and the Tloly Land, and a good 
collection of Voyages and Travels : but is deficient in Charts 
and Atlases. There is a good beginning tor a department of 
Ecclesiastical History and Theology, and an excellent collec- 
tion of Medical works. The collection of Illustrated Volumes, 
particularly of those relating to the Fine Arts, Antiquities and 
Natural History, is very large and valuable, and forms, to 
nniny, tiic most attractive feature of the Institution. It con- 
tains also a choice collection of (Jeneral Litei'ature, and is well 
furnished with Encycdopsedias, Dictionaries and other indis- 
pensable works of refcren(^e. The entire Library is in excellent 
condition, and everything in it, excepting a part of the pamph- 
lets, is readily accessible. 

Some important deficMcncies have already been mentioned ; 
the Librarian will refer to a department of study for which no 
provision whatever has yet been made. Much attention is now 
beinggiven in this country to a number of subjects which nuiy 
properly be grouped under the general heads of I'olitical Econ- 
omy and Social Science. We need a department which shall 
contain the best books on those snbjects. Protection and Free 
Trade, Taxation, Trades Unions, and kindred questioTis, are so 
closely connected with our Nation.al prosperity and individual 
welfare, tliat no Historical Society should be without the books 
and documents — historical, statistical and theoretical, which 
will aid intelligent research into those important topics. 

A Library however — such as ours will be in time — cannot 
be developed or even outlined in all of its appropriate depart- 
ments within six years. Designed mainly for reference and 
stiuly, it shoidd be carefully sele(;ted, and we should not gather 
— as a general rule — the ephemeral literature of which circu- 
lating libraries, in order to be successful, mnst be largely com- 
posed. Tha unequal growth of the various departments of 
our Library is suscei)tible of a most satisfactory explanation. 
A number of the most attractive of these departments have 
received spc(rial contributions — either of valuable books or of 
funds for their purchase — from members interested in the sub- 
jects embraced in them ; while others have received only such 
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fulditions iis liuvo been obtained witli their dne jn-oportion of 
the (irenerai Library Fund of the Society. Probably no ])ub- 
lie library in the country, of equal numerical strength, contains 
so many rare and costly volumes ; and when we remember in 
how short a time these rich accumulations of books, manu- 
scripts, paintings and memorials — with a library-fund for their 
maintenance — have been brought together ; we cannot but feel 
assured that the Institution is destined to occu|)y in this com- 
munity a position highly honorable to those who have reared 
it, and tliat — with rapidly increasing resources — it will become 
in all resjiects an honor to the second city in the great State 
whose motto is—" EXCELSIOK." 

Respectfully Submitted. 



NAMES OF DONORS TO THE LIHRAUY AND MUSEUM, 

* DUnlNO THE YEAH ENDING APniL 30, 1869. 



Volumes. Pamphlets. 

American Antiquarian Society 1 1 

American Pharmaceutical Association,.... 1 

Jolin II. Ualicr, A Clodi, described in report. 

Ledynrd Kill 2 7 

M. B. Urady, New York, Portrait of Audubon, 

described in report. 
Rev. C. Davis BradlcH', Boston, Mass 17 

And a I'liotograiih, 
J. Carson Briivoort 407 80 

Wasliington letters, described in report ; Portrait 
of Dr. K. K, Kane, and Escjuimaux Spear. 
Onnmissioners of tlio Brooklyn Water Works, 2 

Dr. L. P. Brockett 67 

U. II. Browne 1 

H. W. Bryant, Portland, Me 1 

Mrs. Maria Cary 1 

Cliamber of ("ommi?rc(!. New York 1 

(Jeorge B. Chase, Boston, Mass 1 

Chicago Historical Society 1 

Georjfe C. Close. . . . 2 

Cliarles Conjydon 85 

38 maps, and Portrait of Benjamin West. 
William M. Davis, original drawings, described in 

report. 

Luigi O. Doane, University of Michigan 1 

Henry Q. Dunncl, New York 1 

lion Lewis A. Edwards, Orient 1 1 

Mrs. D. C. Enos, Enos Medical Library 906 291 

described in report. 

Essex Institute, SaU^n, Mass 1 

H. Sidney Everett, Boston, Mass 1 

Tliomas \V. Field 6 9 

Samuel A. Oreen, M. D., Boston, Mass 63 373 

Samuel II. (Jibbons 1 

George Hannah 7 

John Harold 3 
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Volumes. Pamphlets. 

Charles 11. Hart, Pliiladcilphia, Pa 3 

Hfv. K. F. IlatlicUl. U. D., New Yi>rk 1 

Aaron Ilcaly 

William llemstroct. Mask exliuraod from a Western 
mound. 

lion. Theodore Hinsdale, 1 

Joseph Howard, M. D., ii4 

Ki^v. (ieorffo 11. Howell, Southampton I 

Ilosford & Sons, Now York ; 4 

William E. Hoxie 1 

Tlionias Hudson 5 

William F. Hunter, A Photonrraith 

Iowa Historical Society • 1 

F-(lward Jarvis, M. D., Dorchester, Mass 27 

(}eor{j;e A. Jarvis, model of a gun, described in 
Itepart. 

William Jones 1 

Cliarles C. Jones 8 

Warren Kelsey, Rossvillo 1 

William P. Leo 1 

Rev. Joshua Leavitt, D. D 0 556 

A J. Li'ffinj^rwoU 1 

Elias Lewis, Jr 3 3 

Francis Lieber, LL. D., New York 3 

Hon. Geo. B. Lincoln '. 1 

J. S. LorinjT 70 

A. Abbott Low, block of wood from Japan. 

Ijycenm of Natural History, New Y'ork 1 

Rev. H. H. McFarlamI 14 410 

The Misses Marsh 124 

Maryland Historical Society 37 

Massachusetts Historical Soci<?ty 1 

Maj. Gen. M. C. Meigs, Washington, D. C 21 

M<^lrose, Mass., Town of 1 

Mercantile Library Association. Brooklyn 1 

Methodist Episcopal Church Missionary Society 1 

Augustus C. Miller 2 

Jared Miller, 74 coins, and Mss. documents. 

Charles B. Moore 1 

Hem. Edwin D. Morgan 13 

Natlmni(>l H. Morgan, Hartford, (Jonn 1 

Joel Munsell, Albany 19 

Hon. Henry C. Murphy 131 31 

Thr<!e photographs of fossil remains. 

New Jersey Historical Society 

Clement D. Newman 3 
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VolumcB. Piimplilets 



Thomas J. Northall Vi 

Nathaniel Paine, Worcester, Mass 1 

Palestine Exploration Fund, Trustees of 2 70 

Hon. J. G. Palfrey, Boston, Mass 3 

Henry E. Pierrepont 1 

William F. Poole, Boston, Mass 1 

E. D. G. Prime, Now York 1 

Justus S. Kedfield 3 

William T. Rood '. 1 

Hon. W. E. Robinson 7 U 

Rev. J. E. Rockwell, D. D an engraving, described in 
Report. 

Mrs. Shroeder, a jmir of Buffalo liorns. 

Hon. J. G. Schuniaker 1 10 

Kev. Norman Seaver, D. D 5 

Joseph Shannon, New York 1 

Augustus E. Silliman 4 

Charles A. Silver 3 

Henry M. Silver 5 6 

Hon. Henry W. Slocum 35 

Mrs. E. Oakes Smith 18 

papers and Mss. letters. 
H. W. Smith, Philadelphia 1 9 

and two engravings. 

J. Lewis Smith. M. D., New York 3 

Smithsonian Institution 3 

Col. Homer B. Spraguc 1 

Henry R. Stiles, M. D, two photographs. 

Charles Storrs, Coin case, with coins, deseribed in 

Report. 

Rev. R. S. Storrs, D. D., Braintrce, Mass. 

Mss. Sermon by Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. * 

Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., D. D 73 10 

Hon. J. S. T. Stranahan ... 1 

Mrs. William Swift, Rivcrdale 2 10 

M. G. Thompson, 33 

And nine old papers 

Hon. J. Wingate Thornton 1 

Trustees of the Public Library, Boston, Mass 3 7 

Trustees of Free Public Library, New Bedford, Mass 1 1 

Trustees of Vermont State Library 53 

Hon. William H. Tuthill, Tipton, Iowa 6 « 

Isaac Van Anden. 35 

Eov. Francis Vinton, S. T. D 200 

Henry Waldron, Jr 13 

Miss Polly Wells, an Indian Axe. 
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Volumoe. Pamphlets. 



Walter Wells, Portland, Mo 1 

Hon. W. A. Wliitehoad, Newark, N. J 3 

Capt. Samuel Whiting, Florida, (>)nfedorate currency, 

broad-sides, &c. 
J. K. Wipfgin, Boston, Mass 36 

One Portrait. 

J. Fletcher Williams, St. Paul, Minn 12 

Hon. William Willis, Portland. Mo 2 6 

Hon. U. C. Winthrop, Boston, Mass 1 

Yale College 2 79 

A. U. Young 1 

Young Men's Association, Buffalo 1 



Fri.ES. for tlie year, of the following newspapers, from the Publishers : 
" Corrector," " Flushing Journal," " (Slen ('ove (j'a/,(^tt(s" " Long-Island- 
er," " liOng Island Farmer," " Long Island Star," " Long Island 'J'inies," 
" Queens County Sentinel," " Kepublican Watchman," " Sag Harbor 
Express." 



Department of llatutnl fnsitory. 



REPORT OF DONATIONS TO THE NA'l'URAl. HISTORY COL- 
LECTIONS DURINO THE YEAR KNDINO MAY 1, 1809. 

Mammalia. — Benjamin, liicka \ \ Biiijdmiii 1). Jlwkn ii ; John Vernon 
2 ; IleirUit llicka 1. Tutal 7. 

Birds. — Henry O. Jieeve 9 ; John Dateman \ ; William WicMam 1 ; 
Jame8 A. Hewlett \ ; Joseph PlyerX; Qeorge Smith \ John Akhurst 4; 

Carson Breroort 1 ; C. WinsloiB 1 ; by the Committee 13 ; Total 33. ^ 

Mr. A. H. Thayer has written and presented a eomplete catalogue of the 
Birds in the eoUection. 

Rm'Tri.ns. — Benjamin Ilirks 1 ; John Akhurst, 1 jar reptiles; John Ver- 
non 1. 

EisiiKs. — John Akhurst 1 ; David W. Uoach 2. 

SiiKi-i-8. — V. W. Ferguson \; Jiev. Edward Harris, Egg eases of Pyru- ' 
la ; Alfred R. Young, shells from Olen Cove, L. I. 

Insects. — W. H. Larrahee iJ ; Julian Hooper 5; Harvey J. Bich, 800 
specimens ; John Vernon, 3 jars slugs. 

Plants. — Qeorge B. Brainard, 71 species, with duplicatet. 

Woods. — James K. Baylis, 53 varieties. 

MiNKUALS. — W. Ooold Leviion, r)Q ; H. B. Smith, Conglomernto and 
Clays from Millburn L. 1. ; Alomo Crossman, 3 cases sands and clays; 
Alfred R. Young, concretions from Glen Caves ; E. Lems, Jr. 7. 

MISCELLANEOUS SPECIMENS. 

Oeorge G. Close, Minerals, Fossil Limestones, etc. ; D. W. Ferguson, ' 
Silver Ores, bcantiful specimens of Coral from East Indies ; 80 si)(!cics of 
Shells, with dnplicates, from Lower California ; Michael Snow, Plumbajro ; 
Rev. A. P. Pierce, Quartz Crystal ; W. C. Otterson, 1 South American 
Bird; Nicholas Pike, 10 Jars Ro|)tile8, Fishes and Insects, 2 boxes 
Insects ; 1 box Ochini ; 1 box Alj;ao and Mosses ; 5 boxes Shells ; 1 box 
Corals, Spcmges, and dried Fishes ; 1 Tortoise shell, 1 skin of Albatross ; 
5 cases containinp; 53 8i)ecimens of dried Fislu'S, Reptiles and Birds ; 
H. I. Judson, Minerals ; E. D. Cope, Fossils, Bones and Shells, from 
cretaceous beds of Now Jersey; Horace Averill, Minerals, Fossil shells 
and Concretions ; C. E. West, Iron Or(!S ; J. W. Palmer, an Orange Cowry ; 
John B. King, land and marine shells, also nuts, seeds, &c., from St. ('roix, 
W. I. ; Dicight Johnson, Trilobito, from Trenton Limestone ; Mrs. C. Ham- 
mill, a beautiful specimen of Native Copper ; E. Lewis, Jr, Agate 
and Sandstone, with bird tracks, Eggs of South American Ostrich, 
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Iron ore and other Minerals; Samuel 8. Otiy, M. D., fine specimens 
of Coral ; Capt. S. Mills, of Port JefTerson, remains of Reptiles and 
Fishes from Guani) Deposits near Charleston, S. C. ; Capt. B. F. Jayne, 
Shells from West Indies; William J. Weeks, Antlers of a Buck. 

All contributions to this department liave been acknowledired in the 
printed reports of the meetings, which arc held on the last Thursday of 
each mouth. 



ELI AS LEWIS, Jn. 

Chairman. 



NATURAL HISTORY COMMITTEE. 



Elias Lewis, Jr., 
J. Carson BBEVoonT, 



CuABLEs E. West, 

CHAK1.E8 CONGDON, 



Henry E. Pierrepont. 



MILAN HULBERT, Treasurer, in Account with the Long 
Island Historical Society— 1868-9. 



18G9, 

May 1, To Initiation Feos and Annual Dues $6087 50 

" Income from Library Fund ■ 4175 06 • 

" Sale of Settees, 94 75 

" Donation by A. A. Low, Esq 500 00 |10857 31 



1869. 

May 1, By Rent 2500 00 

" Gas 310 03 

" Insurance 198 00 

" Salaries 3277 97 

" Fixtures 473 50 

" Stationery 182 55 

" Printing 495 65 

" Advertising 94 81 

" Postage 320 26 

" Petty Expenses 335 35 

" Books and Periodicals 2184 11 

" Binding 487 10 

" Balance on hand 48 39 10857 31 



BnooKLYN, May 1, 1869. 

MILAN HULBERT, Treasurer. 



P»UBLIOA.TIO]SrS 

OK rilK 

Long Island Historical Society. 



VOLUME I. 

Journal of a Voyage to New York, and a Tour in Several of the 
American Colonies in 1679-80. By Jaspar Dankers and 
Peter Sluyter. Translated from a Dntdi IManuscript in the 
collection of the Society, and edited by Hon. Henry C. 
Murphy. Octavo, pp. xlvii., 440 ; with twelve Lithographic 

• Illustrations of Old New York. Brooklyn, 1867. 

VOLUME II, 

will appear next autumn, under the following title : 

The Battle of Long Island, with Connected Preceding Events, 
and the Subsecpicnl American Retreat. Narrative by 
Tliomas W. Field, with Authentic Documents. 

It will form a volume of over 550 pages, and will contain 
two Maps and five Engravings. The Society's Publications 
are not stereotyped, and only a limited edition of each is 
printed. Applications for them, should be addressed to the 

LONG ISLAND HISTORICAL S0(3IETY, 

Bkooklyn, N. Y. 

May 1, 1869. 



